2013 STEM News in Review

Should old acquaintance be forgot? We say nay! To honor and
remember the year that is quickly coming to a close, we have compiled
some of the big STEM-related stories of 2013. Through this activity
you’ll be taking a tour through our subjects, through the headlines, and
around the world!

Activity
Each story presented in this scavenger hunt corresponds to one of our super
subjects and will be marked with the subject’s stamp. Just in case you aren’t
too familiar with the subjects, they can be idenified as follows:
CSI
Extreme
Weather

Medical
Innovation

Space

Robotics

Animal
Kingdom

Under
the Sea
Video
Games

Collect all the stamps by answering the questions for each story!

Energy

The field of biometrics has been taking the world by storm. What contribution did this country make
to the field of biometrics this year? (Hint: http://bit.ly/1diHPue)

One of the strongest storms ever recorded plagued this island nation is 2013. What was this extreme
weather event, and how is it different from a hurricane? (Hint: http://bbc.in/19OPm1v)

This tiny country brought us two of our 2013 news stories. First, a researcher at the University
of Plymouth launched the Open Hand Project, which makes robotic prosthetics accessible and
affordable for people in developing countries. But, how does the Open Hand Project do this?
(Hint: http://bit.ly/1bMiZ6D)

2013 brought word that a new body part was discovered at the University of Nottingham, so be sure
to order an updated version of your current anatomy book! The discovery of Dua’s Layer may shed
light on a number of diseases, but what on earth is it, anyway?
(Hint: http://bit.ly/1fizDMf)

The onlinguito is the first carnivorous mammal discovered in the Western Hemisphere in 35 years,
but what is it, and where does it live? (Hint: http://bit.ly/1em4tah)

Our next major news story takes us beyond our world and into outer space. A big discovery was
found on Mars this year, but what was it? Why is it so important? (Hint: http://bit.ly/1dKfehV)

2013 brought us a new lab located at the bottom of the Pacific Ocean. What are scientists hoping to
learn from this $239 million National Science Foundation project? (Hint: http://bit.ly/1em7Td8)

The batteries produced by Silicon Valley’s Tesla Motors are becoming major players in the field of
renewable energy. We know the batteries are being used to power electric cars, but what other uses
are people finding for them? (Hint: http://bit.ly/1g9R4BW)

And lastly, hackers rejoiced at an event that took place at the University of Pennsylvania in
September, 2013. What was this event, and why was it so special? (Hint: http://bit.ly/1dkrWTW)

Your Turn!

This year is coming to an end, and we can’t think of better way to celebrate the year than by inviting you to share your stories. We know
there were many STEM stories out there that we missed, whether they
surfaced in the news or in your life. Head on over to the STEM-Works
Blog to tell us about your favorite 2013 news story related to science,
technology, engineering, or math. And if a personal story stands out
to you more than a news story, be sure to share that too! Happy 2013
everyone, and may 2014 bring wonderful things for all!
http://stem-worksblog.com/scavenger-hunts/2013-stem-news-in-review/

